
The Passenger Boat Association
Relax and enjoy the historic River Thames on board
one of the vast variety of vessels that make up the
Passenger Boat Association.
Tel: 01252 560027
Email: enquiries@passengerboats.co.uk
www.passengerboats.co.uk

Discover your River Thames
From its source in the Cotswolds,
through the heart of some of England’s
most beautiful and relaxing towns, right
into the centre of London, the River
Thames has something for everyone.
Whether you’re hoping to discover
more about Britain’s history and
wildlife, or simply after a great place 
for boating, walking or cycling, you’ll 
certainly find what you’re looking for 
on the River Thames. Pubs by the 
River Thames, historic university towns,
canoeing adventures, epic castles…the
only problem is knowing where to start…

Lechlade-on-Thames
A small market town, and once a hub of the area’s wool trade,
Lechlade was also a popular destination for Victorians to go
fishing and boating. It now has a variety of local shops and 
attractions, and even an annual flag festival, while also lying
within easy reach of other great destinations, such as Oxford,
Bath, Cheltenham and Cirencester. Lechlade’s 15th century
Church of St.Lawrence is particularly picturesque.
www.visitthames.co.uk/lechlade

Family fun
The River Thames has so much variety, it’s hardly surprising
it’s such a great place to take the family. Beale Park, with
its exotic animals, deer park, miniature steam railway and
great value family tickets, is an excellent starting point, 
and you can even get a boat there from Reading. If getting
on the water’s what you’re after, head to Longridge activity
centre. From kayaking to giant water orbs, bell-boating to 
tailored birthday parties, the whole family can enjoy 
action-packed fun.

Kids with a wild imagination will love watching the 
‘Wind in the Willows’ characters come to life at the 
River and Rowing Museum in Henley. And you can’t 
go wrong at Runnymede Pleasure Grounds – with its
park, paddle steamer pool, play area and café. Why not
jump on board a passenger boat and take a trip down 
the River Thames to explore its beauty. And if you’re 
keen to keep the family on their feet, don’t forget the
Thames Path has lots of walks suitable for all ages. 
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/thamespath

The National Trust
Why not visit one of our stunning houses and gardens positioned
along the River Thames? The palladian splendour of Basildon
Park, the grade one listed gardens of Cliveden or the 400 year 
old treasure of Ham House.
Tel: 01494 755500
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Discover more at:
www.visitthames.co.uk

Spot wildlife
The River Thames has an abundance of wildlife all year
round. From voles, kingfishers, red kites and swans to the
rare otter, there's a world of nature to be discovered.
Don’t forget to take your camera! 
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Pick some locks
Each lock along the River Thames has its own story to
tell, and there are 45 in total! Whichever you visit, you
can relax and watch the boats go by, and perhaps even
chat to the lockkeepers about the river’s secret history. 
www.visitthames.co.uk/locks
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Get active
If getting active is your way of relaxing, you can explore
the entire river by walking the length of the Thames Path
National Trail. If you are looking for a faster pace there
are some areas of the River Thames that you can cycle,
including particularly beautiful stretches between 
Reading and Sonning, through Oxford and Hampton
Court to Kingston. Cycling is also a great way to discover
the Jubilee River, a manmade flood channel, buzzing with
wildlife that runs between Maidenhead and Windsor.
www.visitthames.co.uk/walking
www.visitthames.co.uk/cycling
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ThamesPath
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Make a date
The River Thames is there to enjoy any day of the year but
don’t forget to look out for special events too. Sporting
spectacles include the Henley Royal Regatta and the
Royal Windsor Triathlon, while Reading’s Children’s 
Festival and Henley’s Food Festival are also worth 
putting in your diary.  
www.visitthames.co.uk/events
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Catch a whopper
Don’t just walk beside the river – get stuck in! With 
around 30 species of fish, the River Thames has some 
of the best coarse fishing in the country. Buy a rod 
licence (available from the post office or online at
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/rodlicence) and 
find out about day tickets, free fishing sites and special 
permits for lock and weir fishing at
www.visitthames.co.uk/fishing before you set off.
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5 free 
things 
to do

BMF Thames Valley
BMF Thames Valley represents over 200 marine
companies, many based on the River Thames. 
The businesses provide the boats, equipment,
moorings and facilities to enable you to enjoy
boating on the River Thames.
Tel: 01784 223634 
Email: thamesvalley@britishmarine.co.uk
To find a company go to
www.visitthames.co.uk/boating

The Thames Path
The Thames Path, one of only 13
National Trails in England, follows the
River Thames for 184 miles (294 km)
from its source in the Cotswolds through
some of Britain’s finest countryside to
the Thames Barrier in London.
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/thamespath

Road Crossing

Thames Path National Trail

Lock

Train Station

Key to River Map

Green
destinations
If you’ve ever seen how beautiful the 
River Thames area is, you’ll want to do your 
bit to keep it that way! For starters you can 
make the most of public transport to get to 
the River Thames – there are lots of good train 
and bus links from all the surrounding areas. 
See www.visitthames.co.uk/gettingthere for more information. 

Once you’ve arrived, there are plenty of ‘green 
activities’ waiting for you, from canoeing and rowing to 
sailing, walking and cycling. If you really want to embrace 
the outdoors, the River Thames is also a great place to camp. 
For lots of ideas, go to:
www.visitthames.co.uk/camping 

Reading
Reading may be a bustling commercial and shopping centre,
but as the county town of Royal Berkshire, it’s also got some
great history up its sleeve. Alongside Reading’s famous 
redbrick Victorian buildings are striking medieval churches
and fascinating Abbey ruins. The town is also a hub of 
musical activity, and boasts the legendary Reading rock 
festival every summer.
www.visitthames.co.uk/reading

Oxford
You might think Oxford needs no introduction – its beautiful 
university and rich cultural history are famous the world over. 
But the city is a vibrant and ever-changing place. Oxford Castle
has recently been developed into a buzzing urban public space,
while the city’s old prison has now become a hip hotel! And as the
birthplace of Lewis Carroll’s famous Alice in Wonderland and
Looking Glass stories, it’s a magical experience for kids as well.
www.visitthames.co.uk/oxford

The Swan at Streatley
An intimate 4 star property located on the banks of the
River Thames in the picturesque village of Streatley.
The Hotel offers individually styled bedrooms and
suites; an award winning restaurant; a relaxed riverside
bar and terrace and a luxurious Spa.
Streatley on Thames, Berkshire, RG8 9HR.   
Tel: 01491 878800
Email: sales@swan-at-streatley.co.uk
www.swanatstreatley.co.uk 

Wallingford
If Wallingford looks familiar, it might be because it featured
regularly in the popular TV drama ‘Midsomer Murders’! 
Once a heavily fortified Saxon town, then the royal 
residence of William the Conqueror and later ransacked by
Oliver Cromwell, Wallingford has an incredible history – 
and you can find out all about it in the recently refurbished
museum. There are bustling boutique shops and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty too – all just a stone’s throw
from the M4 and M40.
www.visitthames.co.uk/wallingford
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Just the two of you
Looking for a romantic getaway? Or perhaps just a breath 
of fresh air and an escape from city life? Either way, the 
River Thames is just the place to unwind. The riverbank itself
is perfect for leisurely evening strolls, and the area has a great
variety of towns and villages where you’ll find more than
enough to keep you both entertained.

Marlow
Flanked by the beautiful Chiltern Hills, Marlow is famous 
for its elegant 19th century suspension bridge over the 
River Thames, designed by William Tierney Clarke.

In St Peter’s Street you’ll find more architectural interest
with many original old houses and cottages dating back to
the 14th century. Marlow’s attractive High Street is lined
with prosperous shops, restaurants and pubs to suit every
taste. Sitting on the riverbank is The Compleat Angler Hotel,
named after Isaak Walton’s famous book of fishing.
www.visitthames.co.uk/marlow

London
For information on things to do further down the River Thames,
see www.visitlondon.com

For further inspiration, why not take a look at 
www.visitthames.co.uk/timetogether 

runnymede-on-thames Hotel & Spa
On the banks of the River Thames by Bell Weir Lock, 
the runnymede-on-thames Hotel & Spa is minutes 
from Royal Windsor and an ideal location from which 
to explore many of the country’s leading and best loved
attractions. With two riverside restaurants and terraces
and an award winning spa, it’s the perfect setting for a
relaxing weekend break or bite to eat by the river. 
Windsor Road, Egham, Surrey, TW20 0AG  
Tel: 01784 436171
Email: info@runnymedehotel.com
www.runnymedehotel.com

Windsor
The first stop for those looking for classic English 
splendour – Windsor’s spectacular castle and historic 
Eton College are at the heart of the town. But Windsor
has plenty more to offer: horse and carriage rides, boat
trips and the stunning views from the Great Park are 
just a few of the town’s attractions. And if you need 
to entertain the kids, Legoland Windsor is always 
a favourite.
www.visitthames.co.uk/windsor

Henley-on-Thames
Wooded countryside, stunning views, relaxing riverside
pubs, 900 years of history, all surrounded by charming 
villages, it’s a wonder that Henley is only an hour west 
of London. Why not take a boat trip from Henley up 
and down the river to Reading and Marlow – a wonderful
way to take in the scenery.
www.visitthames.co.uk/henley

Road Crossing

Thames Path National Trail

Lock

Train Station

Key to River Map Published by the River Thames Alliance Marketing
Partnership © March 2010

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained in this 
publication, the River Thames Alliance Marketing
Partnership cannot accept responsibility for any
subsequent errors or amendments, or for any 
inconvenience this may cause.

Sir Christopher Wren’s House Hotel & Spa
At the heart of Royal Windsor, sheltering beneath
the ramparts of Windsor Castle, Sir Christopher
Wren’s House offers individual charm and first
class attention to detail. The hotel’s traditional
and contemporary rooms, award-winning dining
and modern facilities keep customers returning.
Thames Street, Windsor, Berkshire, SL4 1PX 
Tel: 01753 442400 
www.sirchristopherwren.co.uk

Hampton Court Palace and Gardens
Discover King Henry VIII’s favourite royal residence,
and the home of more than 500 years of fascinating
history. Relax in 60 acres of gardens running down
to the River Thames, see the magnificently restored
Privy Gardens, and get lost in the enchanting maze.
Surrey, KT8 9AU   
Tel: 0844 482 7777 
www.hrp.org.uk

Boulters Restaurant & Bar
Offering a choice of modern British cuisine and rustic
pub food, Boulters Restaurant & Bar is located on 
an island in the midst of outstanding natural beauty. 
Perfect for lazy lunches or romantic dinners, experience
superb food and service with glorious views.
Boulters Island, Maidenhead, SL6 8PE
Tel: 01628 621291 
www.boultersrestaurant.co.uk

For more ideas 
go to:

www.visitthames.co.uk

Heritage
Did you know that the River Thames has been described
as ‘liquid history’? To explore the River Thames is to
delve into our Iron Age, Saxon, Roman and Medieval
past. You can see where King John signed the Magna
Carta at Runnymede and visit the world’s oldest 
inhabited castle at Windsor. But perhaps the most 
popular historical visit on the River Thames is the 
stunning Hampton Court – Henry VIII’s favourite palace.
Known for its beauty, ghosts and mind-boggling maze,
Hampton Court really is a treasure of English heritage. 

One of the best ways to discover English history is
through its literature, and the River Thames has been
the source of many wonderful books. You could take a
day trip to Pangbourne, where Jerome K Jerome finished
writing his classic Three Men in a Boat. The River Thames
also fed the imagination of Lewis Carroll, who first told
the story of Alice in Wonderland while rowing at 
Godstow. And if you like your stories a bit more 
gruesome, there’s always Albion House in Marlow,
where Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein.

Magna Carta monument, Runnymede, National Trust

www.visitthames.co.uk

Revealing the
River Thames

www.visitthames.co.uk

For your chance to win a family weekend break at 
runnymede-on-thames, all you have to do is answer a simple
question at www.visitthames.co.uk/runnymede. 
Please quote the code ‘RRT2010’.

runnymede-on-thames is a 4 star hotel overlooking the most
famous river in England. Close to major attractions, including
Legoland and Windsor Castle, the newly refurbished hotel is
the ideal location for a family break. 

Enter our competition to
win a family break at
runnymede-on-thames!

Kingston Upon Thames
Kingston’s not just about superb shopping, the town and its
surroundings are also a fantastic blend of old and new. The 
historic Clattern Bridge, thought to be the oldest surviving
bridge in Surrey, leads to Kingston’s famous Coronation 
Stone, near the Ancient Market Place. These historic jewels 
sit amidst the bustle of modern Kingston – the Charter Quay
development with its superb riverside restaurants and the
newly built Rose Theatre.
www.visitthames.co.uk/kingston

New inside - 

win a weekend break!

GETH0310BRXU-E-P

424424_EA_Rvlng_Rvr_Thms_AW.qxd  4/3/10  10:03  Page 2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.13333
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.13333
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 250
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.10000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K 0
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportAllLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


